
Barefoot with Husain

Barefoot on the ground, the first step.

Left foot first, then right foot, then left, then right.

Elementary motor function, to propel, put into motion.

Mobilize, to seek support. 

Take a step to move ahead ( hopefully ) in the right direction.

Then set on foot--- a movement. 

Walking in distant lands, through the desert, solitary. 

Will no traces be left ? Or

did others appear on the horizon: single, two by two, family, friends, comrades. 

A congregation. 

In the empty space, on the cold floor, the visitor

left this trace of  a presence. 

Feet close to each other, slightly apart, a long stride or a balletic pose.

Outlines on the floor, an imprint with signature.

Feet markings up the walls, even. 

The gallery floor is littered with scribbles. Is this graffiti. 

The mechanical outline of foot after foot adds up to a chaos of jostling feet.

Are we still a minority, or still, is there a community ?

The claims are modest, the imagery basic. Bare feet documented by the video camera; the 

footage edited in the gallery, and presented as work in progress. The images follow in quick 

succession. Animating a simple contribution adds up to a procession.  Of people. One 

individual is named, but the flow crosses borders. 



We make art to move something in ourselves that we do not entirely know, to move others to 

get a glimpse of something they entirely do not know. 

I put forward a motion: when both the artist and viewer, separately and together  enter the 

gallery, there is no complete artwork, only an idea. Inter-active, elementary, participatory: 

action contextualized by the intellectual and political meaning of the theme proposed, an 

orchestration of social mechanisms. Does the art work alert us to the forces of disruption, 

distance, alienation ? 

To name the modernity project inclusive of its breaks and ruptures as viewed from the 

present. In its wake the secular is located in the zone of a discursive criticality that enables a 

shifting  notion of the political and of art language. On the floor of the democratic house, the 

white cube opens up a debate on how we locate ourselves, within and without the institutions 

of the art. 

Using dictionary meanings.

1.His motion is the particular manner of moving the body in walking.

2.Who do I motion to get your support. 

3.Which piece of moving mechanism can I put into motion.

4.From still image to motion picture. 

5.Changing a position is motion.

6.Will you go through the motions and simulate action.

7.Will you go through the motions offer pretense. 

8.A motion is an application for a rule or order of  court. 

9.The essential motion of  evacuating the bowels/faeces. 

10. Motion=action=movement. 
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