
The performance began at 

 

 

It was a great work of art. 

But many people thought it was a prank. Thought it was foolish. 

 

They were artists, smart artists who were in a band called KLF Foundation and they 
burned a million pounds.  

 

They were rich and famous and they had been thinking deeply about money and art.  

 

They wondered why some art can be so expensive. They questioned the art market.  

 

By burning so much money, they created an artwork that everyone can react to. 
When I saw the video of the burning money, I thought it was better than television or 
Hollywood. It was poetic. 

 

They vowed that they would not talk about the burning for 20 years. This was 
because they did not want to promote themselves and detract from the purity of their 
artwork. 

I asked one of the artists, Bill Drummond to come here, but it wasn't possible 
because of scheduling. 

 

So, for my Biennale artwork, I wanted to pay homage to KLMF and, just as they did, 
perform an action which would comment upon art, money and society.  

 

Like KLF, I would not break any laws. 

 

So I asked the Biennale for one million dollars worth of Asian money, reflecting the 
fact that the 2013 Biennale features artists from Southeast Asia. 

 



And, they said no…  

My idea took a new direction; the sky. We would not burn money, we would make 
money fly.  We named it COSMO: Currency Offerings Over the Sky xxxx. I was 
inspired to make balloons like those found in Thailand and southern China. Instead 
of paper, my hot air balloons would be made of money. But, this idea was not 
approved. 

 

At the time, the sky was filled with haze from Indonesia. That made me think of 
forests-- and leaves. I  began drawing models of leaf balloons.  

 

The leaves were heavy and not easy to work with. So, this leaf balloon idea was a 
failure.  

 

However, I did talk to people about the  burning money idea. Many people thought it 
would be a good idea to give the money to charity instead of burning it. Or so 
something like help someone with a medical condition. 

 

exchange performance art and installation is about exchange people do not have tea 
with the artists i like ti drink tea with people  

You can ask questions if you like 

 

My alarm is going to go off 

 

artist not honoured in own country??? 

small country highest in the world so tell me…is burning money for art and conflation 
a waste? 

 

do we trust the artist? 

 

close your eyes and imagine boney floating in the sky 

In Polan they released hundreds of these and nearly all of the money was not 
burnt… 



People will pick up the money by chance 

 

sometimes an art project can be made for half a million and sold for a million 

 

we're trying to develop markets  

LASALLE award winning faced 

CCA is an old factory  

best director worst 

SAM is an old school 

  

 

4 million people  best economy in Asia…one of the richest counteruies in the world 
yet spending more money on the military per capita than any other country 

 


