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A young gallery for young art 
Giselle P. Kasilag 
Arts & Leisure 
 
The gallery opening was a comedy of 
errors. Originally scheduled on Oct. 22, 
Big  Sky  Mind opened three  days  later 
because  there was a liquor ban  on  the 
original  date due to the  plebicite  on 
the cityhood of Novaliches. The decision 
to postpone was unanimous. According  to 
one  of the owners, visual artist  Ringo 
Bunoan,  it was a hassle  but  everybody 
deserved  a  drink after  all  the  hard 
work. Skeptics say that this is  exactly 
what happens when you let an artist  run 
a   gallery.   But   then   again,   the 
spontaneity  is precisely what makes  it 
charming.  You never know what is  going 
to happen next. 
 
"Big Sky Mind is actually a  title 
of  a  book which Sir  (Roberto)  Chabet 
lent  to  me  last  year,"  Ms.   Bunoan 
explained.  "The book is about the  beat 
culture  and Buddhism and how it is  all 
related. That is my personal orientation 
and vision for the gallery. It is to  do 
all   these   events   and   show    the 
relationship of, let's say, how music is 
related  to  visual arts,  how  film  is 
related  to visual arts.  Galleries  are 
usually  strictly visual arts.  I  don't 
want  to limit it to that. We  are  very 
open to all sorts of proposals. As  long 
as it fits into the program and as  long 
as we can accommodate it - because medyo 
limited ang space namin." 
 
An artist-run space, Big Sky  Mind 
occupies  two  floors of an  old  three- 
storey   building  at  66   Dona   Juana 
Rodriguez in New Manila - about 20 steps 
from  the  McDonald's and BPI  along  E. 
Rodriguez, Sr. Ave. The ground floor  is 
a  cafe while the exhibit area is  found 
upstairs. The side facing the street  is 
a window where one can view  spectacular 
sunsets (as long as you do not look down 
at  the traffic below).  The  trade-off, 
however,    is    an    extremely    hot 
midafternoon sunshine. 
 
The gallery has six partners.  Ms. 
Bunoan runs the gallery with the help of 
Jeff  Galindez.  Rizza Manalo  runs  the 
cafe with the help of Cindy Malong. Bong 



Ocampo and Patricia Mulles take care  of 
the business aspects like accounting. 
 
The   partners'   first   exhibit 
(ongoing  until  Nov. 12)  is  by  their 
former  professor in the UP  College  of 
Fine Arts, Roberto Chabet. Entitled  300 
Drawings,  the exhibit features 300  ink 
drawings all done this year. One visitor 
was  heard to have complained of  visual 
overload  as all the walls were  covered 
with    drawings   containing    similar 
designs. The effect is like watching  an 
MTV  with its repetitive images,  except 
that  the drawings basically consist  of 
lines and patterns. 
 
Though Mr. Chabet is not a business 
partner, Ms. Bunoan admits that he has a 
major influence in the gallery. Being  a 
former  teacher, the partners still  see 
him  as a mentor and frequently ask  his 
advice  on their venture. They  consider 
his being their buena mano a big help to 
the  gallery  still  at  the  stage   of 
establishing  its  presence in  the  art 
scene. 
 
Unlike most commercial  galleries, 
Big Sky Mind offers its venue for  free. 
The  gallery handles invitations,  press 
releases  and documentation.  They  also 
attend   to  small   details   including 
sponsors for cocktails. 
 
"Medyo  unorthodox  'yung   system 
namin  dito. I like to do  collaborative 
projects  with the other groups. So  now 
we   have  the  film   screenings   with 
Mowelfund   and   the  music   is   with 
Documento  Records. It's an  independent 
label. We encourage crossing over.  That 
way, you get different points of view so 
you're not stuck. It creates  discussion 
among   all   these   groups.    Because 
sometimes, all the visual artists, sila- 
sila  lang.  The  filmmakers,  sila-sila 
lang  din.  This  way,  nagkakahalo-halo 
sila." 
 
According   to    Ms.    Bunoan, 
documentation is a very important aspect 
most artists tend to forget about. As  a 
graduate of art history, she understands 
this  need  and  makes  sure  that  this 
service  is  available,  especially  for 
those  who indulge in  installation  art 
which  is ephemeral. Documentation  also 
allows critics, academicians and curious 
onlookers  to see the development of  an 



artist,  and  it can be used as  a  tool 
against forgery. 
 
"When I first thought  about  this 
space, I wanted young artists. But now I 
am  open to others. Like Sir  Chabet  is 
not young, but, of course, he is  always 
young at heart! But when I say  'young,' 
it is basically the spirit of the  work. 
I  don't  want to show  stuff  that  you 
normally    see   in   the    commercial 
galleries. I want to offer this space as 
a venue for people who have a hard  time 
looking   for   a   space.    Commercial 
galleries  have  a  stable  of  artists. 
Here,  we don't really do that.  So  you 
have  students  who  have  a  hard  time 
because  it  is difficult  to  get  into 
commercial galleries if they don't  have 
connections.  Here,  I  am   encouraging 
works by students, works by  filmmakers. 
We are more flexible. 
 
"I  want to see new work  all  the 
time. Something that - I won't say  that 
has not been done before - but something 
is  more fresh, more than just a  pretty 
picture  on a wall. Art is,  after  all, 
more   than  that.  Art  is   not   just 
painting. It is a whole attitude  toward 
what you do. So that is what I look  for 
in works and people I invite here." 
 
She added that it is an  advantage 
that artists are running the venue. They 
understand    the    problems    artists 
encounter  when doing a show and try  to 
make  things  easier.  They  know   what 
aspects  the artists are not willing  to 
compromise  and they give them  as  much 
leeway as possible. 
 
"Now that I am running this, I  can 
understand  the  side  of  the   gallery 
better.  I used to get so  annoyed  when 
they  could  not even take care  of  the 
invitations.  But  now, I can  see  both 
sides so I am a bit more objective.  But 
I   never  intended  it  to  be   purely 
commercial  -  for the  gallery.  And  I 
don't want it to be. 
 
"There is this artist who once said 
'Selling is not part of the art.' But of 
course,  the money aspect is a  reality. 
So to survive, that is why we have  this 
cafe  downstairs.  We  try  to  get  our 
income   from  here  to  subsidize   the 
expenses of the gallery. Then I organize 
events  such  as  the  film   screenings 



because it helps the cafe. Tulungan lang 
'yon. Symbiotic yung relationship  nila. 
And hopefully, it works out." 
 
The cafe, though open, is not  yet 
as   organized  as  the   gallery.   The 
gallery,  after all, was  the  partners' 
priority.  They are still working  on  a 
regular menu but alcoholic beverages are 
already available. As Ms. Bunoan pointed 
out, it is easier to sell beer than  art 
works. For as long as they have a supply 
of  the former, they will  survive  even 
though  they serve only the  most  basic 
pulutan at the moment. 
 
Both the gallery and the cafe  are 
furnished with chairs, tables and  sofas 
found  in  bodegas lovingly  donated  by 
family  and friends. It was an  odd  lot 
which    the    partners'     creatively 
refurbished.  The result is an  eclectic 
but  very comfortable and homely  space. 
Unusual  lamps also litter  the  area... 
creations of Mr. Galindez. 
 
They do not expect to  recoup  all 
their   expenses   immediately.   Though 
finances is always important, it is  not 
the  bottom  line. Good  art,  said  Ms. 
Bunoan,  is what makes a  good  gallery. 
Experience  dictates that a  low  budget 
often does wonders to one's  creativity. 
At  this point, they would  rather  take 
things a step at a time. 
 
"I always want to be optimistic. If 
not  now,  kailan pa? Now, we  have  the 
time.  We have the energy to do this  so 
we  did it now. After Nov. 9,  we  start 
the regular events in the 2nd floor. The 
exhibitions  will run for an average  of 
three weeks, and then every Tuesday,  we 
are   planning  to  have  regular   film 
screenings.  I think, maybe  Friday  and 
Saturday, we have the music. Aside  from 
Chabet's  show,  there  are  two   shows 
already  planned.  For  November,   it's 
filmmakers  doing visual arts.  And  the 
third   show  for  December  is   called 
Lighting Show.” 


