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A group exhibition by three artists - Hoai Huong, Do Hoang Tuong and Nguyen Thanh Binh 

– opened at Blue Space Gallery (1A Le Thi Hong Gam, Dist.1, Ho Chi Minh City) on 15 

June 1997.  Although the purpose of the exhibition was simply to introduce the artists’ new 

work, one remarkable aspect of the show was that it marked Hoai Hung’s return to art 

practice after ten years of working in interior design.  Although Do Hoang Tuong’s paintings 

are expressed through the language of abstraction, viewers of his paintings can still get a 

sense of the real-life issues currently affecting the mindsets of the urban populace - repressed 

emotions, lonely and desolate circumstances … In general, for Hoang Tuong, his artistic 

journey has become an attempt to master his personal impressions of life.  With this choice, 

in which he has to dig deeply from within, he has much potential to go further, unless his 

aptitude for aesthetic perfection - which typically works to his advantage - turns into an 

obstacle that pulls him towards the indulgent aestheticism of the salon system.  

As for Nguyen Thanh Binh’s works, the viewers seem to enter a different world.  Five of the  

exhibited works are nude paintings with warm hues.  They all direct our emotions towards 

beauty.  It is not by chance that there are people who consider Nguyen Thanh Binh’s work to 

be very eastern.  His artwork expresses a calm search for pure beauty in the material world.  

These are the kinds of paintings which seem contain a kind of distilled essence, to be gazed at 

with veneration. 

Hoai Huong is arguably very similar to Nguyen Thanh Binh, yet his work is simpler.  If his 

creative process were continuous, then his struggle to find his own painterly style would 

likely not be what it is today.  His ten exhibited works depict smooth green banana leaves, a 

cluster of cozy humble houses, translucent spaces, etc.  It might be said that they express 

nothing more than that unseen place in which he seeks spiritual tranquility.  Inside the 

jumbled mess of concerns of everyday life, in his paintings he has chosen to show the 

romantic moments of a dreamy and reflective world.  Hoai Huong has said as much.  One can 

only remark that, based on this exhibition, Hoai Huong remains a painter of exquisite talent.  

Until now, there has been one widespread belief in Vietnam: the artists who sell well and 

who sell at high prices are the artists who have attained success.  The achievements of Hoai 

Huong, Do Hoang Tuong, Nguyen Thanh Binh need to be alternatively evaluated, in part 

because of this misperception.  Only time will tell how this will bear on their work. 


