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This is an art exhibition from the “land of pagodas,” yet there are no images of pagodas, 

monks… or any characteristic symbols of Burmese traditional culture in more than thirty 

artworks at the exhibition “Character” (29 September – 8 October) at the Blue Space 

Contemporary Art Center in Ho Chi Minh City (HCMC). 

This is the first time that such an exhibition has taken place in HCMC, arguably the largest 

exhibition of work by seven well-known contemporary artists from Myanmar: Aung Myint, 

NCS, Kyaw Nyunt Lynn, Aye Ko, Soe Naing, MPP Ye Myint, Nan Nan.  

A little prince who is sad because his legs are in chains, twisted red mouths and sorrowful 

eyes, black surfaces wound into coils, applications of yellow amongst the black seem to be 

flung onto the surface of the canvas, subtle satire employed to humorous effect in the 

alternative use of Mona Lisa’s face in the “three dont’s”: don’t listen, don’t see, don’t look - 

images of oblivious and soulless people.  This desperation in the paintings reflects the desire 

for freedom.  Why?  Artist Lynn muses, “Each work expresses the artist’s individual feelings. 

Everyone, through their own means of expression, conveys their reaction to the state of 

contemporary society.”  So could an exhibition of paintings with such content be organized in 

Myanmar?  Artist A. Myint says, “Of course.  However, some paintings may face the 

obstacle of censorship.  In my case, the censorship process is just based on the name of the 

artist.  The cultural authorities in Myanmar don’t like art forms like installation, performance, 

video art… Burmese artists exhibit these kinds of work mostly in foreign countries.”  In this 

exhibition A. Myint presents a series of paintings for which he received the Asian Art Prize 

in 2002.  According to author Kanjin Sujita in his article “The Awakening of Burmese 

Contemporary Art”: “In these difficult circumstances, Burmese artists have founded groups 

to help each other by sharing information and finances.”  Standing out amongst them are 

Gangaw Village and Inya Artist in Yangon.  Inya was founded by the artists who are in a 

collaborative group with A. Myint, the owner of Inya Art Gallery in Yangon.  According to 

A. Myint, “The number of galleries in Myanmar has been rapidly growing.  However, life is 

relatively difficult, so the practices of selling and collecting art hasn’t really developed yet.  

We hope this will change.”  


