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camp's are considered 
as an dais from where 
one can deliver one's 
ideas and thoughts 
through various 
modes of expressions. 
Vadodara being a 
centre for artists, wit
nesses such work
shops quite often, in a 
year. But the recently 
held experimental 
workshop in the new 
media arts by Art Un
derground and Chin
maya Mission World
wide, at Jyoti Ltd 
guest house between 
August 1-15 was 
something different. 

This workshop was 
not about showing 
but about learning. 
Learning a new tool, 
which for many was 
intimidating, for oth
ers friendly. It was us
ing the computer and 
the mouse and make 
ideas flow freely on 
the screen and an op
portunity to turn a 
green frog into red 
with just a click of the 
mouse. Digital art, 
though familiar 
among circles of con
temporary artists, is 
viewed with a bias as 
many artists term 
such creations as 'ma
chine made'. 

And so initially 
when well-known 
artists of the city were 
approached to try it 
out, uncertainty re
garding whether to or 
whether not to pre
vailed. Of course, 
most of them ended 
up spending more 
than the promised 
time and enjoyed the 
freedom and possibility of the tool like a 
child, ultimately producing more than 100 
images and five films in all, said Nandini 
Gandhi of Art Underground. 

It is difficult to break out of one's 
boundarie~ and expand the horizons, even 
though artists talk often about it. To learn 
the basics of computer creation was a 
tough job for these eminent artists, who 
however, surrender to the new tools with 
amazement. Most went ahead to learn the 
language of the medium. Artist Surendran 
Nair used photographic images as well as 
drawings to merge and create a new lan
guage of painting. Surendran did not show 
awe towards the medium, but instead 
see.med ~o be in an exploratory mood, 
while trymg to understand it. 

Similarly artist Dhruva Mistry used his 
photographic images in layers to create a 

meaning. The artist dealt with unheard of 
sounds through the images. His work 
showed an organ, which through overall 
treatment could make one hear sounds of 
the sea waves and the gust of winds. 

Rekha Rodwittiya in her exploration 
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dealt with self-photographic images. 
Standing over a tigress, a figure in black 
with flowing drapery, symbolised the ag
gression of the animal. It stepped aside 
her regular paintings. Most artists ex
plored the possibility of bringing different 
images together, symbolic in content or 
belonging to different era while others 
simply commanded the mouse to tran
scribe what their pencil or brush would do 

Eminent artists at a workshop 
conducted in Vadodara by Art 
Underground and Chinmaya Mission 
International 
on paper or canvas. Clearly this was 
an opportunity to be explored for 
artists like Natraj Sharma and B V 
Suresh who created an animated 
film. 

Looking at the larger canvas on 
which such workshops are projected, 
one may be compelled to think of a 
computer as a tool. Years back when 
a camera was introduced, the world 
saw new means of reality, and so life 
changed dramatically for us human 
beings. And now with new software 
being developed every now and 
then, has it changed further? One 
wonders whether GeneratioNext 
will be able to hold a pencil in their 
hands? A brush seems to be out of 

question. The workshop opened 
up many possibilities for many a artis ts 
who sincerely confessed that an image is 
now just a click away with the new tech
nology. It is accurately transferred from 
the mind without any distortion. An apple 
remains an apple here. Art so far meant 
exploring the truth and artists spent their 
entire lives in its perusal. But with this 
tool questions emerge and the process of 
finding answers is an agpnising one. 

But apart from this, it was certainly a 
memorable experience for the artists. 
Here, teachers of many decades, turned 
students. It was an emotional moment for 
Jyotibhai. The presentation was made 
monumental, with poetry-reading by well
known poet and art critic Ranjit Hoskote 
on the evening of August 14. 
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