
Womanifesto 

93/3 Ekamai Soi 3   Sukhumvit Soi 63   Bangkok 10110  Thailand 
Phone: + 66 2 391 2394 Fax: + 66 2 381 2259 

email: info@womanifesto.com    www.womanifesto.com 

June 17, 2008 
 
 
To, 
 
Liliane Zumkemi 
Rose Court, Apartment 4 B 
155 Sathorn Tai Soi 7 
10120 Bangkok 
 
 
Dear Liliane 
 
 
We are pleased to invite you to participate in a community-based project as part of the first Residency 
program established by WOMANIFESTO, to realise your proposed “Peace Ants Project” (working title). 
As per the dates you indicated, Womanifesto will host you as artist-in-residence from October 16 - 26, 
2008. 
We would also like you, along with other resident artists, to input at a related workshop with local 
students, which will be held during your stay.  
Additionally, we would be grateful if you can return to attend the open studio day that will be held on 
November 22/23 at the end of the full residency period. 
 
About WOMANIFESTO 
 
Womanifesto is the first artists’ initiative of its kind in Thailand, established in 1995 in Bangkok and 
currently co-directed by visual artists, Nitaya Ueareeworakul, Phaptawan Suwannakudt and Varsha Nair. 
The Womanifesto network has grown steadily over the last decade. Today it is an internationally 
recognized organization that conducts innovative biannual projects, challenging notions of what are 
women’s issues by presenting both female and male voices in a mixed forum with equal exposure, on the 
basis that the issues debated are human issues, relevant to all.   
Since the first exhibition in 1997, Womanifesto biannual projects have taken on different avatars. These 
include a two-day event in Saranrom Park in Bangkok in 1999, a community-based workshop at Boon 
Bandarn Farm in north-eastern Thailand in 2001, the formation of a global cyber network which resulted 
in the publication "Procreation/ Postcreation" in 2003 and the net-art project "No Man's Land" in 2005/6. 
The Womanifesto website went online in 2003. This is a showcase of our past work and aims to expand the 
community networking possibilities in the region and internationally. Click on www.womanifesto.com   
 
 
Residency Program 2008 
 
The 6-week residency will run from Oct 12, 2008 to Nov 22nd 2008. Invited are 7 participants including 
yourself. The group includes visual artists and one crafts person. 
 
Partial funding for the residency is provided by Office of Contemporary Art, Ministry of Culture, Thailand. 
However, participants are encouraged to seek funding for their own travel and production costs. 
 
We can confirm that Womanifesto will offer the following: 
- Accommodation with full board (all meals)  
- A common studio/work space 
- Trips to sites of interest and communities/villages in the vicinity 
- Assistance to liaise with the community 
- basic equipment such as TV monitor, DVD player 
 
Please note, due to budget constraints, we are unable to offer an artist fee. However, we are doing our 
best to seek extra funding and if successful we will be able to offer a modest amount. 
 
Here are some points to consider: 
 
The Artist-in-Residence Program is located on the farm, Rai Boonbandarn, Amphoe Kantaraluck, Srisaket 
province, North East, Thailand. Boonbandarn farm offers a mixed agricultural area with livestock and 
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forest plantation situated near Khayoong Creek, which runs from Preah Vihear Hill in Cambodia.  The 
majority of residents of the area work in the agricultural industry.  
During the off season people are involved in make bamboo baskets, cloth and mat weaving, which they 
use in their daily lives.  
This area of Thailand is well known for its distinctive traditional music and dance form called Mowlam, 
with many troupes continuing to practice it. Some of the troupes active in the immediate area will be 
present at Rai Boon Bandarn during the course of the residency.  
The other distinguishing characteristic of the area is the mixture of four ethnic groups each with unique 
ways of living; all live together harmoniously.  They include Lao, Souay, Khmer and Yeau each of which 
has their own language, and cultural traditions and customs; these are sadly diminishing with time.  
 The main dominant architectural characters in the area are from Khmer civilisation such as the temple 
complex of Preah Vihear, which is situated nearby. 
 
The emphasis of the residency is for participants to engage with the community, explore local materials 
and traditional customs and ways of living, and to address local concerns. 
Furthering the dialogue and contact established at a workshop that was conducted in 2001 (see 
Womanifesto website, Event 3: Womanifesto Workshop 2001), the residency aims to provide a dynamic 
environment for process and exchange. 
 
Based within the local community, participants are required to: 
-    engage in the events and activities taking place within the community 
-    develop existing or new project/work in dialogue with and addressing their surroundings and inherent 
issues 
-    engage with and involve contributions from the local community 
-    conduct workshop or project that involves students from the local art school and primary/high schools 
 
The residency does not offer an exhibition space or gallery, and participants are not required to present a 
finished piece of work as a culmination to their residency period. Instead, projects that involve local 
people, their way of life, crafts, music etc are encouraged. An open day will be planned as the 
culmination of the residency when participants will be asked to make presentations at the farm. 
 
We look forward to your reply and sincerely hope that you will be able to join us.  
 
Best wishes, 
 
 
 
 
Varsha Nair 
Co Organsier, Womanifesto 
 
Organising team: 
Nitaya Uaereeworakul 
Phaptawan Suwannakudt 
Varsha Nair 
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