
Womanifesto Residency Program 2008 

 

Womanifesto launches a community-based artist-in-residence program starting in October 2008. 

 

Open to visual artists, musicians, writers and artisans, the residency program is located on the farm, Rai 

Boonbandarn, Amphoe Kantaraluck, Srisaket province, North East, Thailand. Boonbandarn farm offers 

a mixed agricultural area with livestock and forest plantation situated near Khayoong Creek, which 

runs from Preah Vihear Hill in Cambodia.  The majority of residents of the area work in the 

agricultural industry. During the off season people are involved in make bamboo baskets, cloth and mat 

weaving, which they use in their daily lives.  

The distinguishing characteristic of the area is the mixture of four ethnic groups each with unique ways 

of living; all live together harmoniously.  They include Lao, Souay, Khmer and Yeau each of which has 

their own language, and cultural traditions and customs. The main dominant architectural characters in 

the area are from Khmer civilisation such as the temple complex of Preah Vihear, which is situated 

nearby. 

  

The residency does not offer an exhibition space or gallery, and participants are not required to present 

a finished piece of work as a culmination to their residency period. 

The emphasis of the residency is for participants to engage with the community, address local 

concerns, and explore local materials and traditional ways of living. Furthering the dialogue and 

contact established at a workshop that was conducted in 2001 (see Womanifesto website, event 3: 

Womanifesto Workshop 2001), the residency aims to provide a dynamic environment for process and 

exchange. 

  

2008 Residency 

The program will run from October 12, 2008 to Nov 22nd 2008. Invited are 6 participants - 3 from 

abroad, and 3 from Thailand. The group includes visual artists and one crafts person as follows: 

  

1.            Pan Parahom  

2.            Supanee Toomkong  

3.            Naruemon Padsamran 

4.            Graciela Ovejero  

5.            Phaptawan Suwannakudt  

6.            Ayumi Matsuzaka and Alba Navas Salmerón   

 

 

 

Further information contact:- 

Nitaya Ueareeworakul: + 66 (0) 8 5401 1567 

Varsha Nair: + 66 (0) 8 4643 8586 

  

Email: info@womanifesto.com 

 

 
 

The 2008 artist-in-residence program is funded by the Office of Contemporary Art, Ministry of 

Culture,Thailand 



Participants 

 

Pan Parahom  

Khun Mae, Pan Parahom, is 70 years old and has worked on her farm all her life. She researches and 

experiments with vegetation on the farm to make natural dyes for yarn, which she then weaves into 

cloth. She is instrumental in bringing the local community together via her practice. 

 

Supanee  Toomkong  

Born in 1977, Supanee is from the Suay community. She did her Art Education at Khonkaen University 

in Thailand and has worked as a freelance photographer. Currently she teaches art at a school in 

Kantaraluck District and is a  member of The Border artists group(BAG), a newly formed group that 

actively sets up art camps and works with children in the local area. 

  

Naruemon  Padsamran 

Born in 1981 in Roi Et, Thailand, Naruemon gained her BFA from  Mahasarakham University in 2006. 

Brought up with Morlam, the music tradition of Isan, Naruemon’s work is inspired by the figures, 

rhythm, sound and colour of this popular performance genre that involves several singers, a dance 

troupe, comedians and traditional instruments. 

 

Graciela Ovejero 

Graciela Ovejero’s work operates in the intersection between performance and the visual arts, understood 

as a spiritual and political practice immersed in the crossroad of diverse histories and mixed traditions. 

Born in I San Miguel de Tucumán, Argentina, Graciela obtained a Master in Fine Arts from the 

University of California in San Diego, a Licenciatura en Artes Plásticas from National University of 

Tucumán/U.N.T. and a Professorship in Classical Dance. 

Before immigrating to USA in 1986 she worked as a soloist dancer at the Ballet Estable of Tucumán; 

independent choreographer and dance teacher (1972-1985) and was a member of the controversial and 

locally innovative Grupo Crónica of Tucumán (1984-1985) Argentina; Arts Advisory Committee at 

Centro Cultural de la Raza in San Diego (1989-98) and of the collectives Border Arts Workshop / 

Taller de Arte Fronterizo and Las Comadres (1991-1993), inter-disciplinary groups that worked in the 

San Diego-Tijuana border area between Mexico and the United States. 

Graciela has participated in various group exhibitions since 1976, produced 29 individual shows and 

installations in museums and galleries of Argentina, Mexico, USA, Japan, Spain and Pakistan.  

She works and lives in and between California and the North-west of Argentina.  

 

Phaptawan Suwannakudt  

Phaptawan graduated from Silpakorn University,Nakhon Pathom, Thailand, with a BA in English and 

German, trained as a mural paiter for 12 years with her father, and later completed an MVA degree at 

Sydney College of the Arts, The University of Sydney in 2005.  She has been an Australian citizen in 

1996, and lives and works in Sydney. 

Phaptawan has exhibited solo in Sydney, Bangkok and Melbourne and participated in many group 

exhibitions including Women imaging women: home, body, memory, Cultural Center of the Philippines, 

Manila (1998); El Poder de Narrar, Espai d‚art Cntemporani de Castelló, Valenciana, Spain (2000); 

Abstractions, Drill Hall Gallery, Australian National University, Canberra (2003); Open Letter, Gallery 

4A, Sydney (2005).  Phaptawan received an Australia Council Grant for new work by an established 

artist (2001); Bundanon Trust, residential Studio Grant (2003) and Gunnery Studio residency, NSW 

Ministry for the Arts (2005).  In 2007 she had a solo exhibition The Elephant and the Journey: an 

ongoing mural at ARC One Gallery, Melbourne and participated in curate group exhibitions, Heading 



North, Maroondah Gallery, Melbourne, The Smile of the Buddha, Drill Hall Gallery ANU. 

Phaptawan was a cofounder of Womanifesto in 1995 before migrating to Australia. 

 

Organisers: 

 

Nitaya Ueareeworakul & Varsha Nair 

 

Born in Udornthani, Thailand, Nitaya Ueareeworakul has a BFA from Faculty of Fine and Applied 

Art, Chulalongkorn University, Bangkok.  

Her exhibitions include Living Art – Regional Artists Respond to HIV/AIDS, The Queens Gallery 

Bangkok (2004); Visual Cultur, Forum Stardpark, Graz, Austria (2000); A Step in Africa, National 

Museum, Nairobi, Kenya (1999); Women Breaking Boundaries, Hillside Forum, Tokyo (2001); 

Human Habits (solo), Chulalongkorn University, Bangkok (2003); One’s Private Affairs (solo), Si-am 

Art Space, Bangkok (2002). She was artist-in-residence at Khoj – International Artist Workshop in 

India (2000); The first exchange between Vietnamese and Thai artists, Fine Art Museum, Ho Chi Minh 

City and School of Fine Art, Hanoi (1998). 

Nitaya lives in Kantaraluck,Thailand, where she is also part of the Border Art Group that conducts 

community art workshops. She is an active member of the Womanifesto organising team. 

 

Varsha Nair’s solo and collaborative works have been exhibited internationally, including at Tate 

Modern, London, Fondazion Sandretto Re Rebaudengo, Turin, National Review of Live Art, Glasgow, 

Chulalongkorn University, Bangkok, Art In General, New York.  

Since 1997, Nair has co-organized/co curated various art events and projects, she was also instrumental 

in setting up the Womanifesto website in 2003 (www.womanifesto.com). The last three projects for 

Womanifesto: Womanifesto Workshop 2001, Procreation/Postcreation 2003 and No Man’s Land 2006, 

were conceptualized by her. In 2005 she was the Bangkok curator for the international photo show 600 

Images/60 artists/6 curators/6 cities: Bangkok/Berlin/London/Los Angeles/Manila/Saigon. 

Born in Kampala, Uganda, Varsha Nair has a BFA from Faculty of Fine Arts, Maharaja Sayaji Rao 

University, Baroda, India.  

She has lived in Bangkok, Thailand, since 1995. 

http://www.womanifesto.com/

