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The most crucial contradictions of capitalism are not 
those within the system but between the system and 

the natural world.

– Murray Bookchin

Bookchin, Murray, Deep Ecology and Anarchism (UK: Freedom Press, 1993). 57



Insurrectionary Agricultural Milieux are rhizomatic forms of 
agriculture that exist in local response to global conditions 
of biopolitics and neoliberalism. Government-supported 
development projects on agricultural land have compelled 
farmers and supporters to turn to direct action in resistance 
to land commodification and the excavation of its resources. 
As in the cases of Grow Heathrow (London), Mondeggi Bene 
Comune (Florence) and Ma Shi Po Village (Hong Kong), 
these indefinite sites of resistance become heterotopias that 
gather people from multidisciplinary backgrounds and 
different communities.

In these instances, participation creates an insurrectionary 
experience – a self-transforming project towards full autonomy, 
or what Max Stirner referred to as ‘ownness.’ Stirner mentioned 
that ‘insurrection leads us no longer to let ourselves be arranged, 
but to arrange ourselves.’ This can radicalise and politicise 
individuals in unpredictable ways, including empowering 
them with skills in self-sufficient farming.

The Diggers (1964), Agrarian Socialism and the Guerrilla 
Gardening movement (made popular by Richard Reynolds) 
served as the fertile top soil in a pre-Occupy milieu. During 
Occupy (from 2011), insurrectionary agricultural projects 
were widespread, from the planters in Zuccotti Park 
(Occupy Wall Street) to Farms for Democracy in Hong 
Kong – an agricultural platform that existed in three of four 
occupations sites (2014–2015). Insurrectionary Agricultural 
Milieux can also be seen in refugee camps across Europe and 
in Chiapas by the revolutionary Zapatistas.

Local resistances such as this year’s occupation in Ma Shi Po 
Village have a tendency to stay local and untranslated, and 
even unreported by mainstream media. When comparing 
emancipatory strategies on a global platform, such local 
resistances and their communities can meet, share tactics and 
learn from one another. For example, designing fortresses 
and blockades as architectural structures, anonymity in 
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the form of humourous masks of oligarchs, befriending 
structural forces so that they are less violent during evictions, 
and even introducing friendly Green Giant-like mascots 
such as Spinach Man (cover photograph) can all play a role 
in supporting agriculture in today’s world.

This zine focuses my interests on local and global 
Insurrectionary Agricultural Milieux and I would like to 
share some case studies in chronological order that blur the 
urban-rural agricultural dichotomy and problematise the 
notion of land ownership. 

In 2011 I was living in New York for a couple of months 
working on the world’s largest rooftop farm. I visited Occupy 
Wall Street a few times and recall seeing this installation next 
to the ‘The People’s Library’ (left). I was impressed by how the 
occupy community managed the wastewater from the kitchen.

The Occupy Wall Street greywater system was designed 
and installed by The Mobile Design Lab, a group who use 
permaculture to ‘engage and empower people to design and build 
the world they want to live in.’  The system acted as a biological 
filter composed of wood chips that separated bits of food 
and oil from the water. The water then nourished wet-soil 
plants, and any excess water flowed to another plastic bucket 
that was used to water other plants in the park. The small 
system was sustainable, educational and one of its designers 
described it as a system that mimics a natural wetland.

Two years later in Hong Kong, through an art-activist-in-
residency programme, I met a homeless guerrilla farmer 
named Mango King – a self-appointed nickname due to his 
love for mangos. For the past four years Mango King has 
been farming on a piece of public urban space in Kowloon 
that is around 6,000 square feet (560 square metres).

Mobile Design Lab 
at OWS www.vimeo.
c o m / 3 0 4 0 1 8 1 1 
(accessed 2 December 
2016)

Facebook: Mobile 
Design Lab

Mango King 
Collaboration www.
tinyurl.com/
MangoKing
Collaboration 
(accessed 2 December 
2016)

5



At the time when I met him, Mango King (left) was using 
a unique water collection system that I later named the 
‘Beaver Water Collection Technique.’ Similar to how beavers 
build dams to provide easy access to food, Mango King’s 
technique involves blocking a government-installed water 
runoff channel with rocks, sticks and sandbags to fill plastic 
bottles, which he then places around the farm. These bottles 
use rainwater to water the crops and put less pressure on 
Hong Kong’s drainage system, preventing potential flooding 
during Black Rain and typhoon season.

With uncontrollable rental prices, public space evictions 
and hostile architecture and landscaping, the Hong Kong 
government offers little support to the homeless community.

Visited by birds, bees, butterflies and other insects, Mango 
King inspires an environmental and sustainable activation of 
unused public space. In such a socio-political and economical 
context, I am reminded of an essay by Graham Purchase, 
entitled The Community and the Ecological Region where 
he argues that ‘every effort should be made to make cities as 
self-sufficient as possible in water, energy, and food, and better 
integrated with the ecology of their surroundings.’ Despite having 
his home evicted twice, and his farm flattened once, Mango 
King has been farming on this land for four years, nourishing 
the soil, feeding birds, utilising stormwater, supporting 
biodiversity and even separating materials for recycling.

Mango King advocates the commons in that he shares his 
produce, seedlings and fruit trees, often as gifts or part of 
an exchange economy. He welcomes others to visit, harvest 
produce and exchanges knowledge and seeds (that he has 
saved) with farmers who visit the farm. During the Umbrella 
Movement in 2014, Mango King even offered some papaya 
tree seedlings to the urban farmers who were watering the 
plants and farming in the concrete planters on Nathan 
Road. Before the papaya trees could flower, the occupation 
was evicted on Tuesday 25th November 2014.

Hongkongers share 
dramatic clips of 
Black Rain flooding 
as city grinds to a halt 
www.hongkongfp.
com/2016/10/20/
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(accessed 2 December 
2016)
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Meanwhile on the other side of Victoria Harbour, farmers 
were working on 990 square feet (92 square metres) of 
trampled land that became a platform to communicate 
the development plans happening in the North East New 
Territories. Thorough documentation of this public farm 
space can be seen in the Admiralty Demonstration Farm 
Report that is part of The HK FARMers’ Almanac 2014–2015.

For 47 days the decorative shrubs next to a five-lane 
expressway momentarily became a permaculture farm that 
attracted magpies, toads, earthworms, butterflies, bees and 
bats, and even inspired one of the three protagonists in a 
feature-length film called Hong Kong Trilogy. Large banners 
communicated the urban farmers’ plight and their solidarity 
with the farming situation in the North East New Territories.

Admiralty Demonstration 
Farm Report www.
tinyurl.com/
AdmiraltyFarmReport 
(accessed 6 December 
2016)

13





The following is an extract from a Hong Kong photographer’s 
website relating to the North East New Territories 
development:

In 1996 Henderson Property Development Limited began 
strategically purchasing farmland from farmers in Ma Shi Po 
Village using questionable methods.

Over 10 years later, the Chief Executive of Hong Kong 
announced in his 2007–2008 Policy Address the urbanization 
of new areas that includes Fanling North, where Ma Shi Po 
Village is located.

In two subsequent public consultations, the Town Planning 
Board, a statutory body of the government, received 50,000 letters 
opposing the development plan and only seven letters in support.

The government failed to represent public interest and instead 
opted for developer hegemony and structural violence in pursuit 
of its geopolitical agenda.

When facing consistent failure, what can each one of us do?

This question was answered earlier this year in April when 
farmland protectors decided to occupy a piece of farmland 
in Ma Shi Po Village acquired by Henderson Property 
Development Limited. The 7,000-square-foot (650-square-
metre) farmland is adjacent to a main road and a high-rise 
residential development built in 1998 creatively named as 
Belair Monte – the glitz and glamour of L.A. and the breeze 
of the Mediterranean Sea replicated in Hong Kong.

The two-and-a-half-month nonviolent occupation was 
met with physical force by Henderson-employed security 
guards, eviction attempts, constant photography and video 
recording, CCTV, drone surveillance, intimidation tactics 
during the night and even the intervention of a special 

North East New 
Territories www.
dungbak.tumblr.com/
background (accessed 2 
December 2016)

17





security force composed of former officers in the elite units 
of the Hong Kong Police Force. One member was even once 
personal security for Bill Clinton when he visited Hong 
Kong in 1998!

During the occupation farmland protectors used the village 
entrance (government-owned land) to meet, plan, eat, sleep, 
conduct press interviews and organise. The village entrance 
also became a place for Belair Monte residents to find out 
more what was happening in their “back garden.” One 
couple, who regularly shop at the village’s bi-weekly farmers’ 
market, even brought photographs of the village taken 
around 10 years ago from their high-storey apartment.

A diary entry by one farmland protector describes the village 
entrance as a site that formed a “Super Community” that 
gathered ‘students, teachers, activists, sifus (craftsmen), villagers, 
farmers, ex-economists, journalists, chess players, retired 
government workers and many others.’ The village entrance 
can be seen as a heterotopia, a non-hegemonic place that 
gathered people from diverse backgrounds and different 
communities to position themselves within the movement 
and participate in an insurrectionary experience, through 
farming, demonstrations, civil disobedience, construction 
and opposing temporary court injunctions.

On the 2nd of June, Henderson Property Development hired 
over 150 security guards and two excavators to evict and 
flatten the farmland. This led a group of farmland protectors 
to oppose the temporary court injunction and squat in the 
self-built fortress for an indefinite period of time. In a soon-
to-be published zine, one farmland protector mentions her 
role where she helped those who wanted to climb into the 
fortress with a ladder on eviction day. To avoid being arrested 
and potentially charged with a criminal record, she did not 
plan to enter the fortress. In the end, her participation in 
various social movements, commitment in protecting Hong 
Kong’s diminishing farmland and the experience gathered in 

Farmland Protectors, 
Protect Our Farmland, 
Act 1 (Unpublished 
to date)

Foucault, Michel, Of 
Other Spaces, www.
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the past months empowered her to climb into the fortress 
and join others in squatting on the farmland for 12 days. 
This insurrectionary experience is what Stirner referred to as 
‘ownness,’ a self-transforming project towards full autonomy.

A new milieu was formed inside this four-by-three-metre 
fortress, which was surrounded by around-the-clock security, 
three CCTV cameras and visited daily by a camera drone 
that flew above the fortress. The security guards welcomed 
people to leave the fortress but ensured that only food, water 
and everyday items entered – brought in skilfully on the end 
of a bamboo pole. At night the guards would intimidate by 
jumping loudly onto sheet metal, using powerful flashlights 
and even throwing raw pork into the fortress.

During the 12-day squat the farmland protectors organised 
other actions and provided support to those living inside 
the fortress. Through a messaging app, those inside 
communicated with those outside and shared tactics, 
ideas and references inspired by other farm resistance and 
reclamation movements around the world. 

One inspiring farm that was shared was Grow Heathrow 
who resist the expansion of Heathrow Airport in London. 
Their website explains, ‘On March 1st 2010 Transition 
Heathrow members swooped on an abandoned market garden 
site in Sipson; one of the villages to be completely tarmacked 
to make way for a third runway at Heathrow.’ “Swoop”, the 
onomatopoeia used by Grow Heathrow is playful, friendly 
and welcoming, much like the family photograph that 
features on their website.

Edward Thacker, a Grow Heathrow resident, mentions in a 
personal reflection that, ‘In this capitalist world system, where 
private property is enshrined by law over the rights of nature, we 
should confront the possession of land where we can.’ Thacker 
recognises that this confrontation creates ‘an antagonistic 
relationship with the landowners and the police,’ a state 

Grow 
Heathrow www.
transitionheathrow.
com/grow-heathrow 
(accessed 3 December 
2016).
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apparatus also evident in the aforementioned communities. 
Under such complete control, or what Michel Foucault 
termed as ‘biopower,’ what methods can be used today to 
protect arable land, enable us to farm on hoarded land and 
prevent the commodification of our environment? 

Last year a revolutionary book was translated into English 
called To Our Friends. The book inspires people to organise 
and form stronger bonds within their communities and 
share emancipatory tactics in a post-Occupy milieu. The 
anonymous group write that:

We need to have a technical knowledge of the organization of 
this world at our disposal; a knowledge that enables us both to 
neutralize the dominant structures and to secure the necessary 
time for organizing a material and political disengagement 
from the general course of the catastrophe, a disengagement not 
haunted by the specter of extreme poverty, [but] by the urgency 
of survival.

In September during a planter making workshop in Ma Shi 
Po Village I met a member of Mondeggi Bene Comune, 
a farmhouse and farmland occupation in Florence, Italy. 
The Italian farmer informed me that in 2012 a group 
decided to enter the land, harvest olives and make olive oil. 
Meeting him was a chance encounter that has since led me 
to research similar farm spaces and communities around 
the world. Insurrectionary Agricultural Milieux have been 
mapped in a graph that resembles a ginger root, also know 
as a ‘rhizome.’ Philosphers Gilles Deleuze and Félix Guattari 
described a rhizome as ‘an acentered, non-hierarchical, non-
signifying system without a General and without an organizing 
memory or central automaton.’ The intention of this map is 
to bring visibility to local struggles, encourage a ‘total view,’ 
reappropriate each others’ responses biopolitics, bridge 
communities closer together and even share opportunities 
to participate. 
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In a globalised world, perhaps we can extend this rhizome to 
form roots within other farming networks such as WWOOF 
that ‘links volunteers with organic farmers and growers 
to promote cultural and educational experiences,’ or even 
consider a global autonomous agricultural school similar to 
the Zapatista’s Schools for Chiapas, bringing together many 
different communities, much like the NoDAPL movement 
in North Dakota has done.  

Returning to Hong Kong, a so-called “free market” 
economy with a diminishing agricultural land, can branches 
of the rhizome be translated, adapted and even root in this 
geopolitical context? For example: Liberating privatised 
unused spaces for the common similar to 596 Acres in New 
York; developing bottom-up urban communes with small 
farms similar to o500 in Zurich; constructing impenetrable 
watchtowers similar to Yorkley Court Community Farm 
in Gloucestershire; collaborating with refugees who have 
a passion in farming similar to France Terre d’Asile in 
Saint-Omer; declaring an autonomous village with a like-
minded mayor similar to Juan Manuel Sánchez Gordillo in 
Marinaleda; or just simply farming on a quiet street in Yau 
Ma Tei with elderly neighbours. 

To paraphrase the question posed earlier by the Hong Kong 
photographer, ‘What  can each one of us do?’ One answer is: 
A lot, if we are willing to self-organise, share and get our 
hands dirty.

I would like to end this zine with a quote from a book called 
Art & Multitude by Antonio Negri:

[...] This expressive act only achieves beauty and the absolute 
when the signs and the language through which it expresses itself 
transform themselves into community [...] The beautiful is not 
the act of imagining, but an imagination that has become action.
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